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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, And with all your soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 
       ~ Jesus (Matthew 22:37-38) 
 
In a couple of weeks we’ll be celebrating Valentine’s Day – a day to celebrate love, primarily the 
romantic version. Jesus has a different kind of love in mind, however, when he responds to the 
Pharisee’s question about the greatest commandment – Love God. Love others. Probably doesn’t work 
as well on a candy heart. But, that’s what Jesus tells us. 
 

So we begin by Loving God. How do we do that? By acting in ways that honor God and God’s vision for 
the world. Which means that the way we love God – who we can’t see – is to love our neighbors who 
we can. We live out our love for God, by loving God’s people. Because another thing that Jesus said 
was “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me.” 
 

That’s where the hard part comes in. It’s easy to love our family and friends and the people we’re close 
to (usually!). But, it’s a whole lot harder to love people who look differently, act differently, worship 
differently, and think differently than we do. So, it seems that “loving your neighbor as yourself” might 
have something to do with putting ourselves in our neighbors’ shoes and trying to see the world from 
their perspective. 
 

And that can be scary – and hard – and frustrating. It can make us defensive. Sometimes it makes us 
just want to shut the world out and hide. 
 

We live at time where there is a lot of talk about building walls, closing borders, and focusing on only the 
good of our nation.  But Stephen Mattson in his article “American ‘Christianity’ has Failed,” calls us to 
view the very real problems of the world from a gospel perspective. He writes, 

 

“The reality is that following Jesus is extremely hard. It demands giving away your most prized 
possessions and abandoning your biggest fears. So while there might be political, economic, 
financial, and safety reasons for implementing policies that harm people and refuse them help, 
there are certainly no gospel reasons.” 
 

When we look at the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we see a God who tears down walls, breaks barriers and 
consistently speaks truth to power. We see a God who hangs out with the widows and orphans, the sick 
and the forgotten, the stranger and the foreigner. He doesn’t shut them out – he goes to them and 
invites them in. 
 

So, this Valentines’ Day, celebrate with your loved ones. Show them how much you love them. But, also 
take a little time to consider what it really means to “Love God,” and to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 

May you be surrounded by the love of Christ – and may you have the courage and compassion to share 

that love with others. 

Pastor Jacqui 

Luv 

God 

Luv Others 
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MARCH 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE! 
 

Newsletter articles or updates 
should be submitted by February 
22nd for the March 2017 issue. 
Please send all updates and 
articles to Kelly Branch at: 
office@alleluialutheranchurch.org. 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP  

We begin the season of Lent on Wednesday, March 1st with a soup supper at 5:45 

and Ash Wednesday worship at 6:30 pm. There will be no regular confirmation classes 

that night, but students and their families are encouraged to join us for this special 

worship service. Lenten worship will be held for the following five Wednesdays at 6:30 

pm, with soup suppers beginning at 5:45. This year’s theme is “Love Does,” based on 

the small group series by Bob Goff. (See more information on the Adult Education, 

page 8)  
 

FAMILY CONFIRMATION will begin on March 8th following worship. All confirmation 

students and families are encouraged to attend.  

If you have a ministry group that would like to host 

a soup supper during Lent please contact Jen 

Teachout. Proceeds collected will go to your 

ministry program. The available dates are March 1, 

March 8, March 22 & March 29. This is also a great 

service project for small groups! 

LUTHERAN QUESTIONS, LUTHERAN ANSWERS: A LENTEN JOURNEY 

Sundays, March 5 – April 2   

11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

(Immediately following the 10 am worship service in the church basement) 

Led By:  Kristin Skare  
 

Whether you are new to the Christian faith or a life long Lutheran, this study is 

designed to be a safe space to explore the basics of our Christian faith.  We will 

explore Lutheran history and heritage, the Bible, the Sacraments, the Apostle’s 

Creed, and What this Means for You.  Everyone is welcome!    
 

At the completion of this 5-week Lenten Journey, participants will be invited to 

receive an Affirmation of Faith Blessing on Sunday, April 9 during worship.  Come 

and have some fun, meet new people, and bring your questions!  Please sign-up by 

contacting Kristin Skare at intern@alleluialutheranchurch.org or sign-up on the 

clipboard on the table located in the church entryway so that we know how many 

people to plan for.  All ages and stages in life are welcome!   

 

mailto:intern@alleluialutheranchurch.org
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THANK YOU!  

†  Lori DeRoo and Connie Pittelkow  for cleaning the church office  

†  Many thanks to Rachel Krueger, Shannon Immer and The Youth who provided chili and hosted the chili feed for the 

  annual meeting, and to ALL OF YOU who supported the chili fundraiser.   

†  Thank you to Mariah and Gracie Turner; and Reagan and McKenna Smaagaard for volunteering for Bingo at the 

  Engel Haus in January. 

†  Thank you to everyone who drove and chaperoned the confirmation student’s fun night to Sky Zone. 

†  We appreciate all who are mentoring our 8th graders, you are a blessing! 

†  Thank you Abbi Brown and Amanda Teachout for leading Sunday school.  

†  Thank you to Hailey Krueger for sharing her gifts of photography by taking the photo for the Annual Report and also     

    photographing new members. 

†  Thank you to Liz McKimmy for computerizing our worship volunteer sign-up system. 

†  Thank you to Curt Jenson for all his work over the past year in coordinating worship volunteers. 

†  Thank you, Mary Shipman for coordinating January’s Parents Night Out. 

†  Jeff and Kelly Branch and Jeff Thone for painting the office.  

†  Thank you to Tracey Westendorp for graciously hosting the Women’s Bunco night in January 

†  Thanks to Jeff Thone for hosting Men’s Broomball in January. 

02/01 Nathan Traut 

02/01 Victoria Nolte 

02/02 Jacob Liddicoat  

02/03 Ally Tvrdik 

02/05 Jenna Lee 

02/05 Liz McKimmy 

02/05 Nick Gross 

02/06 Lisa Knaus 

02/07 Amanda Sylvester 

02/07 Zach Sjoberg 

02/09 Katelyn Knaus 

02/11 Nathan Pedersen 

02/11 Brody Sjoberg 

 

02/11 Jon Nagovsky 

02/12 Brett Carls 

02/14 William Weiser 

02/14 Kathryn Larson 

02/15 Paige Reineke 

02/15 Kelli Campbell 

02/16 Brian Bursey 

02/16 Bryn Powell 

02/17 Jesse Hager 

02/18 Lisa Braegelman 

02/19 Benjamin Wheeler 

02/19 Kirvin Hainstock 

02/20 Bonnie Krueger 

 

02/20 Katherine Traut 

02/20 John Stifter 

02/21 Kari Steele 

02/22 Claire Pelant 

02/23 Maggie Steele 

02/24 Rogan Spaeth 

02/26 Breanna Immer 

02/27 Zachary Aandal 

02/27 Jennifer Teachout 

02/27 Tori Krause 

02/27 Blake Roisen 

02/28 Gabriella Nelson 

02/28 Angela Thorseth 

02/28 Wayne Elit 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10! 

 

Parents! Looking for some quality time alone or with your significant other?  
 

The 8th grade confirmation kids and parents are hosting a babysitting night February 10th  from 6-9pm 

at the Historic Church. Kids attending will play games, make crafts and have fun! RSVP to Mary 

Shipman, 763-999-1720 or show up that night. Free will offering will go toward 8th grade confirmation 

trips.   
 

Future Parents’ Nights Out scheduled are:  Friday, March 17 and Friday, April 21 

Happy Anniversary wishes to 
Clay and Annette Erlandson, who 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on January 14th!   

Jane and Duane Sogge in the death of 
Jane’s father, Gordon “Red” W. Olson.   
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Aaron Schnitzler, President  

Chris Fischer, Vice President 

Holly Benson, Treasurer 

Mary Shipman, Secretary 

Ann Ontjes, At-Large 

Tracey Westendorp, At-Large 

Pastor Jacqui Thone  

 

Serving in our World   

Serving in our Home 

Alleluia! Serving Without Walls  provided by Carol Langager 

Valentine's Day is the perfect time to share your love with others. Besides the usual 

chocolates and roses, you can make this holiday more meaningful by doing small acts of 

caring that reach beyond your circle of family and friends. 

Look at your calendar. You'll see soccer games and piano 

lessons, but rarely a reminder about "giving back." It's 

something we almost never schedule. But if you believe 

that exercising your children's empathy muscle is just as 

critical as exercising their brain and body, maybe it's time. 

Below are three effective strategies for making compassion and service a priority. 

 Schedule a monthly "Doing Good Together" time. Set aside one evening or weekend 

morning each month to do a service project. 

 Focus on one project that's woven into your everyday routine. Create a greeting 

card "station" in your home (including blank cards, markers, decorating supplies) so you 

can make cards during family downtime. Thank your mail carrier or garbage collector, 

send best wishes to kids with life-threatening illnesses, write notes to our troops, or send 

cheer to friends or family members. Commit to keeping your community clean. Each time 

you visit the park or walk in your neighborhood, take a bag along to pick up trash. Soon it 

will feel odd to walk outside without stopping to pick up litter. "Adopt" an elderly neighbor 

or local family in need. Offer to help out (babysitting, chores), deliver cookies or 

homemade soup, or just visit. 

 Add a new kindness component to family traditions. On your child's birthday create a 

no-sew fleece blanket to donate to the hospital where he or she was born or put together 

a birthday bag for a local food shelf. On Valentine's Day make cards for your local 

firehouse. On Halloween collect money for UNICEF or donate candy to the troops. On 

May 1, make May Day baskets for neighbors.  

The Sweetheart Ball is a Valentine event for 

couples and singles. This year we are 

celebrating with great food, the 'R Factor' band 

that 'rocks', fun, dancing and the always popular 

photo booth. Join your friends who love Haiti 

and be part of a community that celebrates 

what God is doing through Healing Haiti. It is an 

evening of both significance and delight. 
 

Join us for a Valentine Event: 

February 11, 2017 

5 pm Cocktails and Sharing with Friends 

6:30 pm Dinner 

Music by 'The RFactor' and dancing all night long! 

“Black Tie” optional 
 

InterContinental Riverfront Hotel (Previously the Crown Plaza Riverfront Hotel) in Downtown 

St. Paul 
 

For tickets and more information, visit www.healinghaiti.org.   
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Serving in our Church and Community 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST'S LIST - TAKING REQUESTS!  
Any Alleluia! Member with a need—no matter how big or small, is encouraged to submit a request to the church office 

(office@alleluialutheranchurch.org) or by filling out the insert in the Sunday bulletin. The need requests could be for 

clothing, food, meals, housewares, household projects, yard maintenance, transportation, spring cleaning, etc... All 

individuals making need requests will be kept confidential. Once need requests are received, we will put them on 

the "Alleluia! Christ's List" for a fellow Alleluia member to help fulfill. For more information, please contact the church 

office.  
 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY AND CLOTHING DRIVE – FEBRUARY 5! 
Bring in your non-perishable food items and gently used clothing on the first Sunday of each month. 

Your generous donations will be taken to the Hanover Food Shelf and Clothing Closet to be distributed 

to the needy families in our community. Donations can be brought to the church on any Sunday or 

dropped off at the church office. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL AND BAPTISMAL BLANKET MINISTRY  
Prayer shawls are a wonderful gift for people who are in the hospital or recovering from illness. If you have the gift of 

knitting, crocheting, quilting, or sewing, please contact Kelly at the church office about donating a prayer shawl and/or 

baptismal blanket.  We have been blessed by MANY baptisms and are so grateful to those of you who have been 

creating the beautiful baptismal blankets.  We are always in need of more baptismal blankets.  
 

3RD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH – BINGO AT ENGEL HAUS - FEBRUARY 19!  
The Engel Haus, located in Albertville, is an assisted care facility.  It also has a memory care unit.  Volunteers would be 

helping with Bingo the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2-3 pm.  The residents love to see families!  All ages are 

welcome!  Volunteers will be calling out the Bingo numbers and sitting down with the residents and helping them play.  

There is a limit of 2-3 families, as too many volunteers can be overwhelming.  If you would like to volunteer, please 

contact Lori Deroo at lorideroo@msn.com.   

 

 

THE SAMARITAN PROJECT 

Crossing the Road to Love our Neighbor 
 

At the Annual Meeting, Pastor Jacqui introduced a new team that has begun to 

meet. The Samaritan Project is a new ministry of Alleluia designed to foster 

conversation and understanding among diverse peoples. In a society that has 

increasingly become “siloed,” where we tend to spend time in our own silos with 

people just like us, the call to build relationships across cultures, ethnicities, race 

and socio-economics is imperative. It is only when we get to know the “other” that 

we can begin to understand their challenges and empathize with their reality in 

meaningful ways. This requires us to “cross the road,” to take a risk and step out of 

our comfort zones. Through video, conversation, speakers, panel discussions and 

small groups, a variety of opportunities will be offered to help us to enter into relationship with a diversity of people. 

The goal is to build mutual respect and understanding as we are reminded that we are all God’s beloved children.  
 

The first Samaritan Project event will be Sunday, March 19th following worship. Look for more details to come, but 

mark your calendars and plan to be a part of the conversation.  
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY by Jen Teachout  

CAMP WAPO REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
Yes!  It IS that time!  Registration opened on January 15

th
. Watch for the link assigned to Alleluia to 

register: http://lwlbci.com/alleluia. If you had a child attend Camp Wapo in 2016 you will use that 
same account to register again this year. If you are new to Wapo you will need to create an account.   
 

Alleluia has dates reserved for SEEDs Camp (for those that have completed 2nd and 3rd grade) on 
July 28-30. Youth Camp (for those that have completed 4th-6th grade and 7th-9th grade) is reserved 
for July 23-28.  Please note that our spots filled quickly last year, I would encourage you to register on 
the earlier end. 

NEW THIS YEAR - FAMILY CAMP! 
We are excited to announce that Alleluia is offering family camp this year! This is through camp Wapo 
and our reserved dates are August 11-13. Watch for more info!  

CONFIRMATION FAMILIES:   

A reminder to use the sign up 

link SignUp.com: http://

signup.com/go/XmJwe9 to sign up for various 

service hour opportunities and confirmation 

outings. Each student is required to complete 12 

service hours as part of our confirmation program. 

6th & 7th GRADES RETREAT - FEBRUARY 4-5 
The 6

th
 and 7

th
 graders’ next retreat is approaching. If you did not attend the November retreat you are 

required to attend this one on February 4
 
and 5 at Camp Friendship in Annandale. We will meet at the 

church and carpool on Saturday morning at 8am and return in time for worship on Sunday. The cost is 
$90 which includes housing, meals and team quest services. Payments should be turned in as soon as 
possible and can be made payable to Alleluia. A male chaperone is needed, as are drivers. 
Information went home with the students on Jan. 11 and Jan. 18. This included the packing list. If you 
have questions, can help, or did not receive the handout, please contact Jen.  

All 8
th
 graders will be attending a day retreat on 

Saturday, February 25 from 9am -3pm. We 
will be meeting at the Historic church as we 
dive into the Apostle’s Creed.  

 Lunch will be provided.  
 

8
th
 graders will begin meeting with their mentors on March 8th 

during Lent.   

FAMILY CONFIRMATION will begin on 

March 8
th
 following worship. All 

confirmation students and families are 

encouraged to attend.  

This ministry is 
constantly evolving. 
Alleluia has a great 
foundation in this 
area but would like 
your input on ways 
to continue to grow 
and improve this 

ministry. If you are feeling called or have ever 
thought, “I would love to see them do this,” this may 
be the group for you. We are looking for 5-6 
individuals with kids of various ages to meet 
approximately every six weeks to brainstorm and 
execute ways to grow this ministry and keep our 
kids involved. Contact Jen Teachout to become a 
part of this important ministry. 

ATM  
(8

th
 – 12

th
 Graders!) 

Sunday, February 12 at 6:30 pm 
 

All 8
th
 through 12

th
 graders are invited to 

head to the Alleluia Church office in the 
Colonial Mall.  We will gather to check-in with one another, we 
will have a Bible Study, and other activities. 
 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
Thursday, February 23 at 5:00 pm 

ATM heads to Coon Rapids to pack food kits at Feed My 
Starving Children.  Meet at the Alleluia Church Offices at 5:00 
pm so we can travel to Coon Rapids where we will pack from 
6:00 – 7:30 pm.  Use the following link and join code to sign-up 
for the event:  http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/Group/
JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1039203    
The join cod is 1039203   We have 30 spots available so if you 
go to register and the spots have all filled, call me so I can 
arrange for more openings.  
 

Contact Kristin Skare with any questions!  (763) 245-6389 

http://signup.com/
http://signup.com/go/XmJwe9
http://signup.com/go/XmJwe9
https://signup.com/
http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/Group/JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1039203
http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/Group/JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1039203
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WELCOME TO ALLELUIA’S NEWEST MEMBERS 

Katlyn (Katie) Boody 

Blake Schreder & Jaxon  

11673 51st St. NE, Albertville 
 

My fiancé, Blake, our son, 

Jaxon, and I are excited to be 

members at Alleluia.  We 

love to spend time outside.  

We are excited to watch 

Jaxon grow up in a church 

community like both of us 

did.  

Nate & Jenna Helgeson 

Natalie and Charlotte 

204 Walnut Ave. SW 

St. Michael 
 

We both grew up in St. 

Michael.  We’ve been 

married for seven years 

and have two daughters.  

We have been looking for 

a church that feels like “home” and are excited to be joining the 

Alleluia family.  

Tracey and Craig Jeffrey 

11460 17th Pl. NE, St. Michael 
 

 

Nick & Andi Negrini 

Jozie and Lydia  

13970 47th Ln. NE 

St. Michael 
 

Nick and Andi have been 

married for six years and have 

two girls, Jozie (11) and Lydia 

(5).  Nick works in Minneapolis 

as a fixed income portfolio 

manager and Andi works in 

Plymouth as a Director of 

franchise operations.  The 

girls are both in the STMA 

school district.   

 Anthony & Melissa Pierce  

Ella  

6766 94th St. NE, Monticello 
 

Hello - we are the Pierce’s.  Our 

small family includes Anthony, 

Melissa, and Ella.  Anthony and 

Melissa have been married for 

six years and have a 7 year-old 

daughter named Ella.  Ella is 

current in 1st grade and attends 

Rogers Elementary School.  Melissa works at Supervalu in 

Eden Prairie and Anthony works at Hardrives, Inc. in Rogers.  

We are excited to continue our faith journey at Alleluia.  

Brian & Gena Severson 

10470 52nd St. NE 

Albertville 
 

 

 Royce Vollmer and  

Dakota Huseby 

Justice & Lilly Vollmer 

9800 43rd Street NE, St. 

Michael 

 

Rob & Sarah Marcella 

Kalissa and Karley 

7804 Lander Ave. NE 

Albertville 
 

We have been living in 

the STMA area, as a 

family, since 2010.  We 

were previously 

members at Servant of 

Christ in Champlin, but wanted to find a  church in our 

community.  We have been attending Alleluia for the past year-

and-a-half, with the girls attending Confirmation and Sunday 

School.  It is time that we officially become members.   
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ADULT MINISTRIES  

Get connected to other adults at Alleluia by Learning Together, Being Together and Serving Together.  
 

LEARN TOGETHER: 
Join a small group through adult ministries!  From book club to “Wine, Women and the Word”, or maybe a home group is 

more your style, there is something for everyone.   

 

LENTEN SMALL GROUP SERIES  

“Love Does” by Bob Goff.  We will be watching a short video during the Wednesday evening Lenten Services and then 

gathering as small groups throughout the week to further discuss and reflect on each weeks topic.  Bob is fueled by love 

that doesn’t just stop at thoughts and feelings; his love takes action, just like Jesus did because Bob believes Love 

Does.  New groups will begin the first week in March.  Please contact Sara Mosher at srmosher@hotmail.com to find out 

more about small groups at Alleluia or to join one of the newly formed Lenten Small Groups! 

 

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Theology on Tap with Pastor Jacqui meets monthly on the third Tuesday of the night at 7:00 pm at the St. Michael 

Theater. We meet upstairs by the bar area.  Each session will include a unique topic – so you can stop by when you can. 

Feel free to order your favorite beverage and a bite to eat and then join this informal conversation on topics of faith and 

daily life. To get on the e-mail list for the weekly topic, send an e-mail to Pastor Jacqui or contact Kelly at the church 

office. You’ll receive an e-mail with the week’s topic. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 21st.  

 

WEDNESDAY WANDERINGS BIBLE STUDY  
Wander through the Bible on Wednesday mornings with Pastor Jacqui and Pastoral Intern Kristin Skare. We meet at 

10:00 am at the church office. We’ll explore the upcoming Sunday’s Scripture reading. This is a great way to get a 

“preview” of the worship text, and gain a deeper understanding of the Scripture reading. No previous experience with 

Bible study required. Come learn from one another during this lively conversation. Send an e-mail to Pastor Jacqui if 

you’d like to participate, or contact Kelly at the church office.  The upcoming schedule includes: 

 

Feb. 1st:  The Compassion of Jesus  (Luke 7:1-17) 

Feb. 8th:  Is this the Messiah? (Luke 7:18-35)  

Feb. 15th:  Weeping at Jesus’ Feet (Luke 7:36-50) 

Feb. 22nd:  The Transfiguration  (Luke 9:28-45) 
 

BE TOGETHER: 

WINE, WOMEN AND THE WORD: This informal gathering of women is a great way to get to know other women in the 

congregation, as we gather for conversation about faith and life. To get on the e-mail list, please contact Pastor Jacqui 

and you will receive an e-mail with the night’s topic. Our next gathering will be on Monday, February 13th at 7:00 pm at 

Dunn Bros.  
 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Get together with other men once per month for a variety of activities such as broomball, fishing, 

bowling, Whirlyball... This is an opportunity to get to know other men in the congregation. Come when you can.  Contact: 

Justin Langager at jlangager@okabena.com. 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: This Fellowship Group meets approximately once per month for fellowship or service. It is an 

opportunity to get to know other women in the congregation, without making a long-term time commitment. Come when 

you can.  Contact: Carol Langager at carolb_l@yahoo.com 
 

WOMEN’S BWCA TRIP: Challenge yourself as you experience God’s amazing creation. Get to know some incredible 

women as we prepare for this outdoor adventure.  Summer 2017 dates not yet set. Contact Pastor Jacqui. 
 

SERVE TOGETHER: 

HEALING HAITI MISSION TRIPS: These short-term mission trips are offered once per year. The next trip will be March 6-

13, 2017.  There are currently 2 spots available!  Contact Carol Bauer-Langager at carolb_l@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 SEE MORE SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES ON PAGES 4-5  
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Alleluia’s Annual Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, January 22
nd

, with 56 voting members attending. The 

minutes are attached. Below are some important highlights from the meeting: 
 

1. Change in Council terms and structure: In an effort to make the Church Council function more efficiently and to 

respect peoples’ time and gifts, the number of council members was reduced from nine to six, and council terms 

were reduced from 3 years to 2 years. Council will now consist of Pastor, President, Vice President, Treasurer, 

Secretary and two At-large positions. This resolution passed unanimously.   
 

2. Council Members for 2017 will be: 

President: Aaron Schnitzler 

Vice President: Chris Fischer 

Secretary: Mary Shipman 

Treasurer:  Holly Benson 

At-Large Members:  Ann Ontjes & Tracey Westendorp  

Thank you to Christene Cin, Curt Jenson and Micki Reidel who completed their terms 
 

3. New Visioning Team: Pastor Jacqui announced the creation of a new team that will focus on Alleluia’s long-term 

future. They will serve as an advisory team to the Church Council. Members of the team include Matt Crawford, 

Colleen Hendrickson, Jessica Johnson, Carol Langager, Dana Severson, Chris Westendorp and Pastor Jacqui. 
 

4. Budget to include Growth: The budget that was approved includes a projected 8.4% increase in giving. This is a 

“challenge” budget with the goal to increase our giving in order to support both raises for the existing staff as well as 

funding for a new part-time position (see below.) 
 

5. New Mission & Outreach Position: The goal is to hire a part-time person in September to focus on mission  and 

 outreach to the community. This position will also work with congregational members to discern their gifts and help 

 them find meaningful ways to engage in ministry. The hiring of this position will be dependent on congregational 

 giving over the next 6-8 months. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24! 
 

Timberwolves v. Mavericks AND a concert by 

Sidewalk Prophets following the game!  $25/Ticket!  

This event is for everyone!  If we have a group of at 

least 40 we are eligible for pregame fun like the “High 

5 Tunnel” or a tour of the facilities.  Sign-up TODAY!   
 

There is a sign-up sheet at the information table - or 

contact Kelly at office@alleluialutheranchurch.org, 

Kristin Skare, or Jen Teachout.   

 

NEW WAY FOR ADULTS TO VOLUNTEER! 

Help is always needed with the Worship Services 
 

Many thanks to Curt Jenson for his work in scheduling 

worship volunteers for the past couple of years.  Fred Ontjes 

(fredontjes@yahoo.com) will take over the scheduling duties 

starting the first Sunday in February.  
 

We now have a new way for adults to volunteer for the 

upcoming Sundays to help with ushering, serving communion, 

reading the scripture, counting money, etc.  Liz McKimmy has 

computerized our volunteer sign-up, which Fred will be 

coordinating.   
 

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 
 

1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com:  

 http://signup.com/go/oBUb6X 
 

2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you  like. 
 

3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an 

 account or keep a password on SignUp.com.  It does not 

 share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not 

 to use your email address, please contact Fred Ontjes 

 and he can sign you up manually. 
 

Thanks so much for all the ways that you contribute to 

worship on Sunday mornings. 

CHECK THIS OUT! 
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STEWARDSHIP 

CONGREGATION PASSES BUDGET THAT LOOKS TOWARD GROWTH  
At the Annual Congregational Meeting held on January 22

nd
, the congregation passed the 

budget below. This budget includes a projected 8.4% increase in giving in order to fund a 

new staff position as well as raises for the existing staff. We are also hoping to increase 

giving so that we can begin to build a reserve, so we aren’t constantly living “paycheck to 

paycheck.” Member giving is the primary source of income for the church. It is only through 

our offering that we can continue to grow our ministry. If you have questions about this 

budget, feel free to contact Pastor Jacqui or a council member.  Year-end Giving Statements for tax purposes 

were mailed out on January 25
th

. If you have not received yours, please contact Kelly in the church office.  

 
 

 

NEW WAYS TO GIVE!  
Giving is now easier than ever through two new ways to give right from your phone. For those of you who 
don’t carry cash or a checkbook, you can still give during our Offering time, by simply getting out your smart 
phone. 
 

 iPhone Users:  Download the Give+ app from Vanco. After your initial set-up it’s simple to give. You 

can set up one-time or recurring payments. Right now this is just for our general giving. But, soon you’ll 
be able to pay for events and other payments as well. Android users – this app is coming in 2017. 

 

 Text Giving: Simply send a text to 763-762-9251 with the amount you would like to contribute. (This is a phone 

number designated just for Alleluia.) Make sure to include the dollar sign before the amount.  Example:  $25.  Within 
a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and 
credit or debit card information.   Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt 
via email. For future giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! 

 2017 
Budget 

2016 2015 

Ordinary Income/Expense    

    Income    

        Total Administration Income $1,207 $1,550 $1,361 

        Total Congregational Life Income $257,700 $248,288 $243,747 

        Total Discipleship Income $1,665 $1,604 $3,468 

        Special Events  $3,444  

    TOTAL INCOME $260,572 $254,886 $248,576 

    Expense    

        Total Congregational Life $326 $168 ($1,540) 

        Total Outreach $5,880 $4,876 $2,236 

        Total Special Events  $900 ($900) $1,455 

        Total Worship $2,550 $2,216 $3,187 

        Total Facilities $59,576 $58,869 $57,460 

        Total Administration-Payroll $174,424 $171,743 $168,360 

        Total Administration—Operations $13,336 $12,578 $13,798 

        Total Youth Ministry $3,515 $458 $3,885 

    TOTAL EXPENSE $260,507 $250,008 $248,843 

Net Ordinary Income 0 $4,878 ($267) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10 am Bible Study 
 

6 pm Confirmation  
 

7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 
 

7:30 pm  The Samaritan 
Project   

2 
 
7 pm Visioning 
Team 

3 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

4 
6th/7th Grade 
Retreat  

5    6th/7th Grade Retreat  
Food Shelf Sunday!  
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School 
 

NO Financial Peace 
University  
 

6 
 

7 
9:00 am GIGs  

8 
10 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Confirmation  
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

9 
 
 

10 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6-9 pm Parents’ 
Night Out  

11 
 

12 
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School  
 

6:30 pm ATM (Colonial Mall) 
6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  

13 
 
7 pm Wine, Women 
& The Word 

14 
9:00 am GIGs  
 
 
 

15 
10 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Confirmation  
 
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 

 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School 
 

2-3 PM Bingo at Engel Haus 
 

6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  

20 
President’s Day 
OFFICE CLOSED  
 

21 
9:00 am GIGs  
 
7 pm Theology on 
Tap 
 
 
 
 

22 
10 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Confirmation  
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

23 
 
6-7:30 ATM at 
Feed My Starving 
Children  

24 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
7 pm Faith and 
Family Night 
Timberwolves 
Game 
 

25 
8th Grade 
Retreat  

26   
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School 
 

6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  

27 
  
7 pm Council Mtg.  
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:00 am GIGs  
 
 

March 1   
ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

5:45 pm Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Ash Wed.         
        Worship Service  
 

7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

   

 

PLEASE NOTE!  All activities are listed on the calendar on our website as well! 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org  

 



P.O. Box 57 

St. Michael, MN  55376 

Phone: 763-497-5816 

office@alleluiallutheranchurch.org 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org 

ALLELUIA! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OUR MISSION: 

To actively invite people into 

God’s family, to nurture them 

with Christ’s love, and to send 

them out to serve others. 

 

OUR VISION:   

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME  

 
 

      INSIDE IS INFORMATION FOR: 

 ASH WEDNESDAY 

    LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES 

SOUP SUPPERS 

        AND MORE!  

 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org 

 


