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Alleluia! Alive! 
 

‘Tis the Season to Let Your Light Shine 
 

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.  John 1:3b-4 

 
I’m one of those people who needs it to have it totally dark in order to sleep. So, I’ve got room-
darkening shades in my bedroom. The clock has to have a towel over it at night to cover up the 
glow. The bathroom door needs to be closed so no light comes in through the window. 
 

But there’s that one little quarter-inch green light on the smoke detector on the ceiling that still 
sends out its soft glow. And when the light reaches our white carpet – it expands to a circle of over 
a foot. I suppose I could put a piece of tape over it. But, I haven’t because for me it is a reminder of 
how the light of Christ shines in the darkness and only takes a little to expand in the world. 
 

January 6th marks the day of Epiphany. Tradition says this is the day the wise men arrived after 
following the light of the star to the baby Jesus. The season of Epiphany then extends through the 
coming weeks until we reach Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. Epiphany is known as the 
season of light. 
 

During these weeks after Christmas, we shine a light on the life of Jesus. And as we shine a light 
on his life, his ministry, his teachings, his parables, and his miracles, that light also captures in its 
expanding circle all those whom Jesus cared about.  
 

 It shines a light on the fisherman that Jesus called to be his first disciples. 

 It shines a light on a Centurion – an outsider – who comes to Jesus to heal his servant. 

 It shines a light on a widow on whom Jesus has compassion when she loses her only 
son and he raises him from the dead. 

 It shines a light on a sinful woman who throws herself at Jesus feet and is forgiven. 
 

These are just some of the people we will encounter in the coming weeks in the gospel of Luke as 
we shine a light on Jesus’ life and ministry. And what we find in the expanding circle of his light are 
not those whom we would expect. We find the poor, the marginalized, the demonized, and the 
hurting – the very people who are living in darkness and need the light of Christ to shine in their 
lives. 
 

During this season of Epiphany, we, too, can be a reflection of this light of Christ 
in the world. It only takes a little. We don’t even have to shine all that brightly. 
But, when we put ourselves out there, when we reach out to the hurting and the 
marginalized in even the smallest of ways, even a little light can expand to fill 
the darkness. 
 

May your new year be filled with light and hope – and may you shine brightly in 
the coming year. 

 

 

Pastor Jacqui 
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FEBRUARY 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE! 
 

Newsletter articles or updates 
should be submitted by January 
20 for the February 2017 issue. 
Please send all updates and 
articles to Kelly Branch at: 
office@alleluialutheranchurch.org. 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING & CHILI FEED 

JANUARY 22
ND

  
 

Alleluia’s Annual Meeting will be on January 22
nd

 following the 10:00 am 

worship. A “chili feed” lunch will be provided by youth who are participating 

in summer trips as a way to raise funds. Free-will donations will be 

accepted. All members are encouraged to attend. Members include anyone 

who is confirmed.   
 

We will be voting on the annual budget, electing new council members, and 

getting a “State of Alleluia” address by Pastor Jacqui and the council. This 

will include exciting plans to grow in 2017 - so come 

and be a part of the conversation about our future.  

We also have two constitutional amendments to 

vote on. See attachments for more information.  
 

Please plan to attend this important meeting of 

the congregation! 

 

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES CELEBRATED JANUARY 8
TH

  
 

Sunday, January 8
th
 is Baptism of our Lord Sunday, so it is a time to remember 

our own baptisms as well. Parents of all children who were baptized in 2016 are 

invited to participate in a special remembrance of their child’s baptism during 

worship. A beautiful pewter medallion will be presented as a reminder of baptism.  

Plan to join us during worship at 10:00 am.   

 

Please email Pastor Jacqui for more information at 

jthone@alleluialutheranchurch.org.   
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THANK YOU!  

†  Clay & Annette Erlandson for decorating Trinity Chapel for the Advent & Christmas season. 

†  Lori DeRoo for coordinating the poinsettia orders for Christmas and helping to decorate the Sanctuary. 

†  Scott Giese for preparing Trinity Chapel for caroling and Christmas Eve. 

†  Confirmation Guides & Students and all those who hosted activities at the Advent Fair. 

†  Shannon Immer for coordinating the Advent Fair bake sale. 

†  Kristin Skare and the High School Youth for leading the Advent worship. 

†  Christene Cin, Curt Jenson, and Micki Riedel who are finishing their terms on the Church Council this month. 

†  David Kolden for playing the piano for the Christmas program, Christmas Eve and Christmas day.   

†  The Worship Team of JC Lippold, Rebecca Schnitzler, Dana Severson, and Mike Thorseth for all of the beautiful  

    music throughout the year.  

†  Erik Thone for the special music on Christmas Eve and Christmas day.  

†  Everyone that gave their time and talents to our children’s Christmas program. 

†  Mike Thorseth for his help with the music for the Christmas program 

 

01/01 Sonja Buckmeier 

01/01 Jamie Chrobak 

01/01 Tera Emerick 

01/01 Jack Gullickson 

01/02 Ryan Moore 

01/04 Anna Benkowski 

01/04 Eleanor Mandler 

01/05 Susan Brown 

01/05 Lily Tillemans 

01/06 Charlie Krueger 

01/06 Holly Benson 

01/06 Justine Piersiak 

 

 

01/11 Kyle Krueger 

01/11 Leah Shipman 

01/11 Cindy Tillemans 

01/11 James Carroll 

01/12 Ella Schnitzler 

01/14 Kelly Powell 

01/14 Ava Schendt 

01/15 Ryan Berg 

01/16 Amy Lyke 

01/16 Kendra Bonner 

01/21 Zachery Hendrickson 

01/23 Kari Peterson 

 

 

01/23 Carter Burke 

01/23 Bennett Johnson 

01/24 Olivia Flaten 

01/24 Blake Schreder 

01/25 Olivia Sorensen 

01/26 Amy Nolte 

01/26 Claire Petersen 

01/26 Max Petersen 

01/28 Cole Anderson 

01/29 Wyatt Mosher 

01/31 Mya VanKuyk 

01/31 Tiffani Richardson 

 

Dear Pastor Jacqui, Carol & Congregation of Alleluia Lutheran Church:  
 

We wanted to send you a note, thanking you for your generosity in 
providing our students with winter clothing.  The family who received the 
coats, boots, hats, & mittens were filled with gratitude and joy.  We feel 
blessed and honored to be partnered with you! 
 

Blessings! 
 

Jessica Mesha & STMA Middle School East 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20! 

 

Parents! Looking for some quality time alone or with your significant other?  
 

The 8th grade confirmation kids and parents are hosting a babysitting night January 20th  

from 6-9pm at the Historic Church. Kids attending will play games, make crafts and have 

fun! RSVP to Mary Shipman, 763-999-1720 or show up that night. Free will offering will go 

toward 8th grade confirmation trips.   
 

Future Parents’ Nights Out scheduled are:  Friday, February 10 

 Friday, March 17 

 Friday, April 21 
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Aaron Schnitzler, President  

Holly Benson, Treasurer 

Mary Shipman, Secretary 

Curt Jenson 

Ann Ontjes 

Micki Riedel 

Christene Cin, Past President 

Pastor Jacqui Thone  

 

Serving in our Home 

Alleluia! Serving Without Walls  provided by Carol Langager 

Serving in our Church and Community 

Whether you have five minutes or five hours to give, whether you have an infant or a teen, 

whether you are doing well or working hard to get by — your family has a contribution to 

make. And in the process, you’ll be teaching your children that giving back is a natural part of 

growing up.  Make a giving plan for your family in 2017… 

MAKE A 2017 CALENDAR OF GIVING. Sit down together and choose 

one simple service project per month from the ideas listed on the Doing 

Good Together website at:  www.doinggoodtogether.org   
 

Other great projects are listed in Doing Good Together: 101 Easy, 

Meaningful Service Projects for Families, Schools, and Communities 

(Free Spirit Publishing, 2010).   
 

Or through the Big Hearted Families website at: 

www.bigheartedfamilies.org.  Big-Hearted Families offers simple, fun and engaging 

activities for your family to live generously. Some projects are short and simple while others 

are more involved. Some take planning, while others require spontaneity. There are ideas to 

suit every family’s style. 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST'S LIST - TAKING REQUESTS!  
Any Alleluia! Member with a need—no matter how big or small, is encouraged to submit a 

request to the church office (office@alleluialutheranchurch.org) or by filling out the insert in 

the Sunday bulletin. The need requests could be for clothing, food, meals, housewares, 

household projects, yard maintenance, transportation, spring cleaning, etc... All individuals 

making need requests will be kept confidential. Once need requests are received, we will 

put them on the "Alleluia! Christ's List" for a fellow Alleluia member to help fulfill. For more 

information, please contact the church office.  
 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY AND CLOTHING DRIVE – JANUARY 1! 
Bring in your non-perishable food items and gently used clothing on the first 

Sunday of each month. Your generous donations will be taken to the 

Hanover Food Shelf and Clothing Closet to be distributed to the needy 

families in our community. Donations can be brought to the church on any 

Sunday or dropped off at the church office. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL AND BAPTISMAL BLANKET MINISTRY  
Prayer shawls are a wonderful gift for people who are in the hospital or recovering from 

illness. If you have the gift of knitting, crocheting, quilting, or sewing, please contact Kelly at 

the church office about donating a prayer shawl and/or baptismal blanket.  We have been 

blessed by MANY baptisms and are so grateful to those of you who have been creating the 

beautiful baptismal blankets.  We are always in need of more baptismal blankets.  
 

3RD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH – BINGO AT ENGEL HAUS - JANUARY 15!  
The Engel Haus, located in Albertville, is an assisted care facility.  It also has a memory care 

unit.  Volunteers would be helping with Bingo the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2-3 pm.  

The residents love to see families!  All ages are welcome!  Volunteers will be calling out the 

Bingo numbers and sitting down with the residents and helping them play.  There is a limit of 

2-3 families, as too many volunteers can be overwhelming.  If you would like to volunteer, 

please contact Lori Deroo at lorideroo@msn.com.  There will also be a sign up in the entry of 

church on the Welcome table.   
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Serving in our World   

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO THE ELCA WORLD HUNGER 

Your gifts are urgently needed to support our church's response to the root causes of hunger and poverty. 

Donations to ELCA World Hunger support relief and development projects in over 50 countries worldwide, 

including hundreds of anti-hunger ministries in the United States. Visit www.elca.org/hunger to learn 

more.  

 

 

ALLELUIA 2017 HEALING HAITI MISSION TRIP!  

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Alleluia Haiti Mission Ministry and supporting us at the 

6th Annual Haiti Holiday Boutique on Dec 3rd!   Please continue to keep this team in your prayers 

as they continue to prepare for their journey to Haiti the week of March 6-13, 2017.  

 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR ELDER IN HAITI – Aloude  

Hello!  You are receiving this email because you made the Elder Christmas Party 

happen, either though monetary or clothing donations for our beautiful Elders in 

Titanyen, Haiti.  THANK YOU!  Your generosity blew me away and allowed every 

single Elder to have a brand new Sunday outfit (or comfortable clothing if that was 

more appropriate), including shoes and undergarments.  Each Elder received a 

hygiene kit, a new flashlight and food items.  Many Elders had extra clothing items as 

well that are being set aside and will be give out by Vania (our Elder Care Worker) 

soon.  We also had left-over donated food items to put in our Elder Closet for Vania to 

use as needed.  Every Elder also received a huge meal that they enjoyed together 

AND a meal to take home.  They all looked incredibly happy and thankful for the 

wonderful experience.  I am including a photo of the Elder you purchased for or the 

Elder that you sponsor.  If you have specific questions about your Elder, please reach 

out to me any time.  Again, from the bottom on my heart, THANK YOU! 
 

Marni Severson  

Elder Advocate  

 
ELDERLY IN HAITI 

Although life can be difficult and lonely for elderly, it is even more so for the elderly of Haiti who may have outlived their 

children and have no one to care for them. They are truly the “forgotten ones.” The average mortality rate in Haiti is 

about 52 years of age, which is partially due to the lack of basic food, water, sanitation and human contact for the 

aged. The ElderCare Program of Healing Haiti supports 26 elderly in the village of Titanyen north of Port-au-Prince. 

Our sponsorship provides nutritious food, clean water, medical care, loving support, and so much more. 

 

Titanyen is a rural village on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince and is considered one of the poorest rural villages in Haiti. 

When asked the definition of Titanyen, the villager will say it means 'less than nothing'. Most houses are made of 

concrete block or sticks and tin. Titanyen is very arid desert terrain with mostly rocky ground and little topsoil. Titanyen 

is home for Healing Haiti's Grace Village consisting of Children's Homes, Grace School, Grace Clinic, Grace Church 

and Fleurir Bakery. 

http://www.elca.org/hunger
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY by Jen Teachout  

CAMP WAPO REGISTRATION OPENS ON JANUARY 15! 

Yes!  It IS that time!  Registration opens on January 15
th
. Watch for the link assigned to Alleluia to 

register. If you had a child attend Camp Wapo in 2016 you will use that same account to register again 

this year. If you are new to Wapo you will need to create an account.   
 

Alleluia has dates reserved for SEEDs Camp (for those that have completed 2nd and 3rd grade) on 

July 28-30. Youth Camp (for those that have completed 4th-6th grade and 7th-9th grade) is reserved 

for July 23-28.  Please note that our spots filled quickly last year, I would encourage you to register on 

the earlier end. 

NEW THIS YEAR - FAMILY CAMP! 

We are excited to announce that Alleluia is offering family camp this year! This is through camp Wapo 

and our reserved dates are August 11-13. Watch for more  use our info as this will fill quickly.  

Sunday school resumes on January 8th at 10am. 

Adult volunteers are needed. Contact Jen Teachout if 

you can help out one Sunday per month. 

IN SEARCH OF SUNDAY 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS!   

 If you can help once a month 

with our Sunday school 

program, please contact Jen. 

CONFIRMATION FAMILIES:   A 

reminder to use the sign up link 

SignUp.com: http://signup.com/

go/XmJwe9 to sign up for various service hour 

opportunities and confirmation outings. Each student is 

required to complete 12 service hours as part of our 

confirmation program. 

Wednesday, January 25
th

 will be a fun night for all confirmation 

students:  5
th
 -8

th
 grade!  Watch for more info. 

CONFIRMATION MENTOR TRAINING 

During Lent, all 8th-grade confirmation 

students attend the Wednesday worship 

services with their mentors and then have 

conversations about their faith. A training for 

mentors will be held on Sunday, January 

29th following worship. We’ll provide lunch 

for both 8th-graders and their mentors as we 

learn more about the expectations and 

purpose of this important ministry. Mark your 

calendars and please contact your mentors 

to make sure they are aware of this event.  

CHILI FEED - JANUARY 22 

Help support our youth attending this summer’s 

experiences. We have a group heading out on a 

mission trip and a group going to the Boundary 

Waters. The kids will be hosting lunch with a chili feed 

for this year’s annual meeting on Sunday, January 22 

following worship. A free-will donation will be collected 

and put towards these trips. Thank you in advance for your support! 

8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION 

INFORMATION 

All 8
th
 graders should have their mentors 

turned into Jen by now. The 8
th
 graders, 

along with their mentor, will be attending a 

short training session on Sunday, January 

29
th
 following worship. Lunch will be 

provided. 
 

The 8
th
 graders will NOT be meeting on 

Wednesday the 16
th
; instead they will be 

attending the confirmation fun night the 

following week, Wednesday the 25
th
. More 

info will be emailed out.  
 

All 8
th

 graders should plan on attending 

ATM on January 8
th

 at 6:30 at the church 

office.  

6th & 7th GRADES RETREAT - FEBRUARY 4-5 

The 6
th
 and 7

th
 graders’ next retreat is approaching. If you did not 

attend the November retreat you are required to attend this one on 

February 4
 
and 5 at Camp Friendship in Annandale. We will meet at 

the church and carpool on Saturday morning at 8am and return in time 

for worship on Sunday. The cost is $90 which includes housing, meals 

and team quest services. Payments should be turned in as soon as 

possible and can be made payable to Alleluia. A male chaperone is 

needed, as are drivers. If you can help or have questions contact Jen 

Teachout. More info along with a packing list will be coming out. 

http://signup.com/
http://signup.com/go/XmJwe9
http://signup.com/go/XmJwe9
https://signup.com/


Page 7 

December Council Meeting Summary 

Council Agenda 
December 19, 2016 @ 7:00 pm 

Pastor Jacqui’s House (9783 4
th

 St NE in Hanover) 
 
Attendees: Micki, Christene, Kristen, Mary, Pastor Jacqui, Aaron, Ann, Curt, Holly 
Call to Order:  Aaron 
Opening Devotions:  Luke 2 by Pastor Jacqui 
Review and Approve Nov. Minutes:  Micki motion, Christene second 
 
New Business 

 Christmas Eve Service Plans – all covered 

 Parking-sign for other lot  

 Greeters—gifts to give to visitors, magnet and brochure, candy canes for kids 

 Snow Removal –contact for the school found 

 Proposed Budget for 2017 Review and approve via email 

 9.22% increase in budget year over year as proposed 

 Budget as a Vision 

 November board report-offerings as of end of November 98.9% 

 Went from 103.1 Sept, 101.6 Oct, 98.9% November 

 Annual Meeting & Annual Report (January 22
nd

, 2017) 

 Change in how Synod discusses roles 

 Updated constitution 

 Create a similar Annual Report as last year 

 Meal – Youth will do fundraiser for this 

 Send out resolutions and bio’s ahead of meeting 
 
Continuing Business 

 Nominating Committee – Potential Council Candidates -Tracy Westendorp at large position; Chris Fischer to be 
President. Voted for each. All in favor.   

 Council & Staff Reports 

 Aaron- Building and Land- Mortgage balloons this year 

 John at Catholic Church-boiler adjustments. Let Aaron know if it needs to be changed 

 Couches on land. We have to remove.  

 Ann-Healing Haiti boutique went well and sold $300 Haiti items on 12/18. 

 Basket auction money sent to different orgs. Do again next year around Trick or Trunk. 

 Micki- 275 with kids at church for Christmas Program 

 Pastor’s Update  

 Samaritan Project-shared mission statement. 1 event Q1 

 Bucket List -hand out  

 New Council group meeting –March or April- ½ day event 

 Encourage Financial Peace- video 1/1/17 and on 1/8/17, Jerry leading 

 Vision team in place-first meeting 1/5/17 

 Welcome-new members on 1/15/17 

 Form two new small groups for Lent 

 Luther 101 

 Q2-new sign  

 Carpet for office 

 Encourage participation in these events    
 
Next Meeting:  January 16

th
  

Closing Prayer 
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ADULT MINISTRIES  

Get connected to other adults at Alleluia by Learning Together, Being Together and Serving Together.  
 

LEARN TOGETHER: 

THEOLOGY ON TAP:  Theology on Tap with Pastor Jacqui meets monthly on the third Tuesday of the night at 7:00 

pm at the St. Michael Theater. We meet upstairs by the bar area.  Each session will include a unique topic – so 

you can stop by when you can. Feel free to order your favorite beverage and a bite to eat and then join this 

informal conversation on topics of faith and daily life. To get on the e -mail list for the weekly topic, send an e -

mail to Pastor Jacqui or contact Kelly at the church office. You’ll receive an e -mail with the week’s topic. The 

next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 17th.  
 

 

EXPLORING THE BIBLE: Wander through the Bible on Wednesday mornings with Pastor Jacqui and Pastoral 

Intern Kristin Skare. We meet at 10:00 am at the church office. We’ll explore the upcoming Sunday’s Scripture 

reading. This is a great way to get a “preview” of the worship text, and gain a deeper understanding of the 

Scripture reading. No previous experience with Bible study required. Come learn from one another during this 

lively conversation. The upcoming schedule includes:  
 

 Jan. 4th:  The Baptism of Jesus  (Luke 3:1-22) 

 Jan. 11th:  Martin Luther Exhibit at MIA – meet at 9:30 am.  

 Jan. 18th:  Fishing for People (Luke 5:1-11) 

 Jan. 25th:  Call of the Disciples  (Luke 6:1 -16) 
 

Send an e-mail to Pastor Jacqui if you’d like to participate, or contact Kelly at the church office.  
 

 

HOME GROUPS: These on-going groups meet on a regular basis in participants’ homes. Topics change throughout the 

year and could include a short-term Bible study or a topical study focusing on life issues. They are also involved in 

service projects throughout the year.  Contact: Sara Mosher at srmosher@hotmail.com 
 

BE TOGETHER: 

WINE, WOMEN AND THE WORD: This informal gathering of women is a great way to get to know other women in the 

congregation, as we gather for conversation about faith and life. To get on the e-mail list, please contact Pastor Jacqui 

and you will receive an e-mail with the night’s topic. Our next gathering will be on Monday, January 9
th

 at 7:00 pm at 

The Liberty.  
 

GIGS (GIRLFRIENDS IN GOD): This group meets every Tuesday morning at 9:00 am in homes, for Bible or topical studies. 

They are also involved in service projects throughout the year.  Contact: SueAnn Krause at csredline@msn.com. 
 

HOLY ROASTERS: If you love to cook, this is the group for you. The Holy Roasters will grill for various events throughout 

the year.  Contact: Jeff Johnson at crowview@embarqmail.com. 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Get together with other men once per month for a variety of activities such as broomball, fishing, 

bowling, Whirlyball... This is an opportunity to get to know other men in the congregation. Come when you can.  Contact: 

Justin Langager at jlangager@okabena.com. 
 

UNRAVEL:  If you are interested in learning how to crochet baptism blankets and/or prayer shawls, Kelly Branch and other 

experienced crocheters will teach you!  Please notify Kelly Branch at office@alleluialutheranchurch.org.  
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: This Fellowship Group meets approximately once per month for fellowship or service. It is an 

opportunity to get to know other women in the congregation, without making a long-term time commitment. Come when 

you can.  Contact: Carol Langager at carolb_l@yahoo.com 
 

WOMEN’S BWCA TRIP: Challenge yourself as you experience God’s amazing creation. Get to know some incredible 

women as we prepare for this outdoor adventure.  Summer 2017 dates not yet set. Contact Pastor Jacqui. 
 

SERVE TOGETHER: 

HEALING HAITI MISSION TRIPS: These short-term mission trips are offered once per year. The next trip will be March 6-

13, 2017.  There are currently 2 spots available!  Contact Carol Bauer-Langager at carolb_l@yahoo.com. 

 

 
 

 SEE MORE SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES ON PAGES 4-5  

mailto:srmosher@hotmail.com
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

The next Men’s Fellowship event 

will be broomball at 7:00 pm on 

Friday, January 27th. The event 

will be hosted by Jeff Thone (Pastor 

Jacqui’s husband), at their house at 

9783 4th St. NE in Hanover. Come 

play or watch—plenty of brooms will 

be available and there is no experience necessary. After 

the game, we’ll head inside for darts/snacks/etc.  If you 

would like to be added to the Men’s Fellowship group e-

mail list or to RSVP for this event, please contact Justin 

Langager at JLangager@okabena.com.  

 

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP  

Come join in a fun night of 

Bunco and Fellowship on 

Thursday, January 26th at 

7:00 pm hosted by Tracey 

Westendorp (4606 Melina Ct. 

NE, St. Michael).  Bunco is an easy dice rolling game 

that anyone can play (no experience necessary).  Please 

bring a snack or beverage to share.  RSVP to Tracey at 

twestendorp@gmail.com  

JANUARY 8, 2017 

The next New Member 

Class will be held on 

Sunday, Jan. 8th from 

4:00—6:00 pm at Pastor 

Jacqui’s house. If you 

would like to find out more about membership, or want to 

participate in this class, please fill out the Guest 

Information Bulletin insert and turn it into the offering 

plate. Or contact Kelly at the Church Office.  New 

Members will be received during worship on January 15
th
.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

Take Charge of your Finances! 
 

Over 4.5 million people 

have taken charge of their 

finances through this 9-

week class and now you 

can do. During this course, 

you will learn to become 

debt free, prepare for your 

future and create a budget 

that works for you and your 

significant other. Class 

begins on January 8
th

 and will be held at 6:30 pm on 

Sunday nights in the church basement through March 

19
th
. Sign up at the Welcome table at the Historic Church, 

or e-mail Jerry Larson at Larson5@netzero.com.  

mailto:Larson5@netzero.com
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STEWARDSHIP 

A GENEROUS DECEMBER FOR ALLELUIA  

During the month of December, Alleluia members showed their generosity in a variety of 

ways. We shared our time and our resources as we reached out to the community and the 

world by:  

 Purchasing gifts for a family through the Hanover Food Shelf 

 Purchasing gifts for a single mom and her son at STMA High School 

 Giving gift cards to a single mom so she could purchase gifts for her 4 children 

through our Stone Soup Fund 

 Providing two new Christmas outfits for our sponsored elder in Haiti, Aloude. 

NEW WAYS TO GIVE!  

Giving is now easier than ever through two new ways to give 

right from your phone. For those of you who don’t carry cash or 

a checkbook, you can still give during our Offering time, by 

simply getting out your smart phone. 

 iPhone Users:  Download the Give+ app from Vanco. After 

your initial set-up it’s simple to give. You can set up one-time 

or recurring payments. Right now this is just for our general 

giving. But, soon you’ll be able to pay for events and other payments as 

well. Android users – this app is coming in 2017 

 Text Giving: Simply send a text to 763-762-9251 with the amount you 

would like to contribute. (This is a phone number designated just for 

Alleluia.) Make sure to include the dollar sign before the amount.  Example:  

$25.  Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  Click 

on the link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card 

information.   Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text 

verification and a receipt via email. For future giving, simply send a text with 

the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! 

HELP ALLELUIA FINISH THE YEAR STRONG! 
 

Giving through December (estimated): 
 
Offering*:     Actual Budgeted  % Change 
          $240,790 $243, 400        (1%) 
 
Expenses:    Actual Budgeted % Change 
          $236,227 $243,400        (3%) 
 
We are in great shape heading into the end of the year. By 
keeping up with our giving and keeping expenses low, we are 
now in a financial position to begin looking toward future 
growth in our ministry. Any offerings received in the office or 
postmarked by December 31

st
 will apply towards this year’s 

giving. If you are looking to make a year-end tax-
deductible donation, make sure to give by this Saturday. 
 
*Includes only member offering 

ANNIVERSARY BASKET AUCTION PROCEEDS 

Through the proceeds from the Anniversary Basket 

Auction, we sent $200 checks to each of the following 

organizations with which we partner in ministry: 
 

 Camp Wapo 

 Feed My Starving Children 

 Healing Haiti 

 Engel Haus 

 Lutheran Disaster Response 

 Alleluia’s Stone Soup Fund 
 

Over the past year, we at Alleluia have “given ourselves 

away” in so many ways. Thank you for spreading the 

good news of Jesus Christ through the generous sharing 

of your words, your finances and your time.  

Electronic Giving is a convenient, 
consistent way to help  
our church year-round. 

Consider scheduling a recurring 

electronic contribution today. It’s easy! 

You will no longer need to write out 

checks and prepare envelopes every 

week. Even when travel, illness or other 

circumstances prevent you from 

attending services, your electronic 

contributions will continue to be received 

on an uninterrupted basis. 
 

Get started today! Ask for an 

authorization form in the church office. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Food Shelf Sunday 
 
10:00 am Worship  
                NO SS 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

2 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

3 
9:00 am GIGs  

4 
10 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Confirmation  
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

5 
 
 
 
7 pm Visioning 
Team  

6 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

7 
 

8    
 
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School 
 
4 pm New Member 
Orientation 
 
6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  

9 
7 pm Wine, 
Women & The 
Word 

10 
9:00 am GIGs  

11 
9:30 am Bible Study—
Martin Luther Exhibit 
 
6 pm Confirmation  
7:30 pm Samaritan 
Project 
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

12 
 
 

13 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

14 
 

15  New Member Sunday 
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School  
 
12-3 DQ Fundraiser 
2-3 PM Bingo at Engel 
Haus 
6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  

16 
 
7 pm Council Mtg. 

17 
9:00 am GIGs  
 
7 pm Theology on 
Tap 
 
 

18 
10 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Confirmation  
 
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
6-9 pm Parents’ 
Night Out  

 
 

21 
 

22 
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 a.m. Sunday 
School 
 

11 am Annual Meeting 
and Potluck 
 
6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  

23 
 

24 
9:00 am GIGs  
 
 
 

25 
10 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Confirmation at 
Skyzone! 
 
7 pm AA @ Sadie’s 
Coffee 

26 
 
9:30 am Prayer 
Group 
 
7 pm Women’s 
Fellowship - 
Bunco 

27 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
 
7 pm Men’s 
Fellowship - 
Broomball 
 

28   

29     
10:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Sunday School 
11 am Confirmation 
Mentor Training  
 
6:30 pm Financial Peace 
University  
 

30 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
9:00 am GIGs  
 
 

    

 

PLEASE NOTE!  All activities are listed on the calendar on our website as well! 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org  

 



P.O. Box 57 

St. Michael, MN  55376 

Phone: 763-497-5816 

office@alleluiallutheranchurch.org 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org 

ALLELUIA! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OUR MISSION: 

To actively invite people into 

God’s family, to nurture them 

with Christ’s love, and to send 

them out to serve others. 

 

OUR VISION:   

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME  

ANNUAL MEETING  

& CHILI FEED 

JANUARY 22
ND

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org 


