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Alleluia! Alive! 

 

 

 

 

I have the best job in the world! What a joy it is to serve this congregation as pastor – especially in 

the summer. 

 

In the past week I got to “be” Joseph throughout the week at VBS as we journeyed with our 

children in Egypt. It is so much fun to be able to hang out with these young people – and with the 

youth and adults who made this week possible – and share with them the love of God through 

story, games, worship, crafts song, and of course, food! I won’t even hold it against them that they 

threw a blueberry pie in face to end the week. Actually I’m so proud of our kids for bringing in 402 

items for the Hanover Food Shelf – the reason for the pie in the face. 

 

In the middle of our VBS week I got to lead “Campfire Worship” out at Trinity chapel. It was a 

beautiful night and it was awesome to celebrate Holy Communion together in this beautiful setting. 

Time to hang out around the campfire and eat s’mores was a great way to end the night as people 

got to know one another better. I hope you can join us for the next one on Wednesday, July 13th. 

 

As I write this I’m preparing to spend a week in St. Paul on a mission trip with our 8th-12th-graders. 

I’m so excited for them as I know this will be a great week of fun, fellowship and growth in their faith 

as they serve those in the St. Paul community. I am grateful to this congregation for supporting this 

ministry and to all the parents who are willing to “share” their children for the week. I can’t wait to 

see what God has in store for them. 

 

Coming up in July are two BWCA trips, first with our high school youth and then a group of 8th-

graders. I love sharing this beautiful part of God’s creation with our young people. In addition to 

seeing this relatively untouched part of creation, it is also a chance for them to disconnect from the 

busyness, stress and technology of life for a little while. 

 

So, thank you people of Alleluia, for letting me serve as your pastor. Thank you for supporting the 

ministry of this congregation in so many ways. God is good and I know there are great plans for us. 

 

Forward in Faith, 
 

Pastor Jacqui 
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AUGUST 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE! 
 

Newsletter articles or updates 
should be submitted by July 22 
for the August 2016 issue. 
Please send all updates and 
articles to Kelly Branch at: 
office@alleluialutheranchurch.org. 
 
 

Super Heroes of the Bible Summer Worship Series 
 

We continue with our series on “Super Heroes of the Bible” throughout the 

summer. Come hear stories of courage, tenacity, love and commitment. 

Coming in July... 

 

 

SUMMER CAMPFIRE WORSHIP 
 

Our first campfire worship in June was a success with a beautiful evening and 

lots of s’mores! Head out to Trinity Chapel for a monthly Wednesday night 

Campfire worship on Alleluia’s land. This informal family-friendly worship service 

is a great way for you to stay connected even if you’re away on the weekend. 

Bring a lawn chair if the weather is nice (and mosquito spray!). Then stick 

around after worship for a bonfire and s’mores. We’ll meet at 7:00 pm on the 

following dates: 

 

 Wednesday, July 13 

 Wednesday, August 17  
 

Hope you can join us – and invite your neighbors!  

July 3  Joshua: Independence Day 

July 10 Rahab: Pretty Woman 

July 17 Deborah: The Judge 

July 24 Samson: Samson and Delilah 

July 31 Johnathon: Stand by Me 
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ALLELUIA! MINISTRIES 

BAPTISMS 
Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit…”    (Matthew 28:19) 
 

 June 12, 2016 - Charlotte Aina Helgeson, daughter of Nate and Jenna Helgeson 
 

               June 12, 2016 - Jack Stanley Gullickson, son of Kellen and Nikki Gullickson  

THANK YOU!  

†   Thank you to Pastor Jacqui for helping Kai prepare for receiving the Religious Emblem through the “God and  

     Me” program in Scouts ~ Marni and Dana Severson 

†  Thank you to Amanda Teachout for taking pictures all week at VBS and putting together the slideshow  

†  Thank you to Lisa Jenson for her help with decorating for VBS 

†   Thank you to all of the high school and middle school kids that volunteered at VBS just because they wanted to 

  help.  

†   Thank you to all of the adult VBS volunteers - your help was invaluable!  

†   Thank you Ann Ontjes for the pies for VBS.  

†   Bev Arro of the Stewardships Team for providing the “Movie Treats” as we kicked off our summer “Superhero” 

  theme; and to Heidee Kennedy and SueAnn Krause for helping to serve. 

†   Jen Teachout for all her work in coordinating another fabulous week of VBS. 

†   Julie Sorensen for helping to lead the youth mission trip. 

†   Carol Langager and Mariah Turner for picking up the kids from Family Promise for VBS. 

 

June 16, 2016 - LuAnn Daniels and Paul Schutte 
 

ALLELUIA NIGHT OUT –  
POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER!  

 
“What a great idea!  

Wish I could come, but we’re out of town.” 
 

That was a recurring theme as we tried plan our first 

“Alleluia Night Out” where we’re encouraging Alleluia 

members to host neighborhood outings with other 

Alleluia members in their neighborhood. So, we’ve decided to postpone the event until September. We’re 

currently looking for families to host an outing in their neighborhood. Gatherings can be as simple as inviting 

people over for ice cream sundaes, or hosting a potluck or grilling out. The idea is to get to know those who live 

around you.  

If you’d like to host, sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Pastor Jacqui. 
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Serving in our Home 

Alleluia! Serving Without Walls  provided by Carol Langager 

Service to others—meeting human needs and addressing injustice—is at the heart of 

faith communities. The service and outreach activities at Alleluia engages all generations 

TOGETHER in service, whether that is at home with your family, at Alleluia with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ, or in our community and world.  Participating in service 

activities together is a valuable way to pass on key values to children, dispel age related 

stereotypes, model the importance of community responsibility to kids and ultimately 

show the love of Christ to those in need.   

Serving in our Community 

ADVOCATE:  PEACE, JUSTICE, & SOCIAL ACTION 
Make your voice heard. Often, the world’s biggest problems, for 
example war or homelessness, can seem impossible to solve. But 
leaders like Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Nelson Mandela 
have shown us that one small voice broadcasting truth has the 
power to gather a chorus of voices to their cause.  To find family 
friendly ideas to help promote social action, visit this website:   
www.doinggoodtogether.org/bhf/advocate-peace-justice-social-action 

HANOVER AREA FOOD SHELF DONATIONS – FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY 

MONTH  

The Hanover food shelf continues to be utilized more than ever and the needs of 

families in our community remain great, please keep them in mind. We invite you to 

bring your items with you to church on Sunday or drop them by the church office as 

your schedule permits. Your donations do make a difference!  

 

3RD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH – BINGO AT ENGEL HAUS!  

Alleluia will have the opportunity to serve at the Engel Haus on a monthly basis.  The 

Engel Haus, located in Albertville, is an assisted care facility.  It also has a memory 

care unit.  Volunteers would be helping with Bingo the 3rd Sunday of each month 

from 3 to 4 pm.  The residents love to see families!  All ages are welcome!  Volunteers 

will be calling out the Bingo numbers and sitting down with the residents and helping 

them play.  There is a limit of 2-3 families as too many volunteers can be 

overwhelming.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

the church office.  There will also be a sign up in the entry of 

church on the Welcome table.   

 

LOOKING FOR MORE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES?   

A small group is another great way to get involved in serving.  

Some ideas are the Ronald McDonald House, The Simpson 

Homeless Shelter, The Buffalo Food Shelf, and more service 

opportunities at the Engel Haus.  If you are interested in any of 

these and have questions, please email lorideroo@msn.com 

or carolb_l@yahoo.com. 
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Serving in our World   

Serving in our Church  

The Alleluia Haiti Ministry is Getting Ready for the 2017 Mission Trips!  

If you are feeling a calling to serve in Haiti, we invite you to join us on the next Alleluia Healing 

Haiti Mission Trip coming up on March 6-13, 2017! Would you like to respond to God’s calling 

to love your neighbor by serving those in need?  While in Haiti you will deliver clean water to 

families living in Cite Soleil, one of the poorest slums in the Western Hemisphere; visit and 

care for children living in orphanages and serving the elderly.  To read more about our Alleluia 

teams’ experiences, please visit our blog at: http://healing-haiti-alleluia.blogspot.com  

For more information, please contact Carol Langager (carolb_L@yahoo.com or 763-497-5965) or visit 

www.healinghaiti.org 

 

THE ALLELUIA HAITI DQ FUNDRAISER IS SUNDAY, JULY 17TH FROM NOON – 3PM   

Enjoy our beautiful summer with a cool treat at the DQ in St. Michael and help support the Alleluia Haiti Ministry!  

ALLELUIA! CHRIST’S LIST - SUBMIT A REQUEST 

Any Alleluia member with a need, no matter how big or small is invited to submit a request to the church office 

(office@alleluialutheranchurch.org) by filling out the insert in the Sunday bulletin or contacting the office. The 

need requests could be for clothing, food, meals, housewares, household projects, yard maintenance, 

transportation, spring cleaning, etc... All individuals making need requests will be kept confidential. Once need 

requests are received, we will put them on the "Alleluia Christ's List" for a fellow Alleluia member to help fulfill. 

For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

ALLELUIA PARADE & ST. MICHAEL FESTIVAL – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

We would love to reach out to our community and share with them the GREAT news about Alleluia and Jesus 

Christ. If you are interested in helping to coordinate our presence in the St. Michael Parade and/or St. Michael 

Daze & Knights Festival (August 5-6), please contact the church office.  
 

TRINITY CHAPEL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are in need of volunteers to sign up for a week during the summer to unlock Trinity Chapel in the morning, 

and lock it up in the evening.  The week starts on a Sunday and runs through Saturday.  If you are able to help, 

there is a sign-up sheet at church, or you can call Scott Giese at (763) 772-4140.   
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PICK UP RESIDENTS FROM ENGEL HAUS 

Two women living at Engel Haus would like to attend worship at Alleluia on occasion. If you live near there and 

would be willing to pick them up and bring them to worship, contact Pastor Jacqui. 

SUPPORT “GRACE PLACE” - SERVE A COMMUNITY MEAL 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 

Some of you remember Pastor Kimberly Buffie, who has preached at Alleluia in the past. 

She is pastor of House of Grace in Montrose and recently opened up “Grace Place,” a 

ministry center where she is serving the poor and disenfranchised in the Montrose area. 

Many area churches are supporting this new ministry, which provides food, access to 

social services, homework help for youth, a summer camp for kids and a place for people 

to connect. Alleluia has an opportunity to be a part of the amazing things God is doing in 

our neighboring community (just 21 miles to the southwest of us!) On Wednesday, July 

27th we can prepare and serve a meal for those in the Montrose Community. Sign up at 

the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings, or contact Pastor Jacqui if you would like to be 

a part of this ministry opportunity.  
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY by Jen Teachout  

REGISTER NOW FOR 2016! 
Sunday School and Confirmation registrations for Fall 2016 
are available on Alleluia’s website.  We are excited to offer 
these programs without a registration fee again this year! 
 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

What an awesome week of Vacation bible school! We had a great time taking a Journey with Joseph 

through Egypt. Thank you for sharing your children with us this week and thank you to ALL of our amazing 

and gifted volunteers! Because of you this week was a great success! 
 

As part of our service project at VBS this year we were able to collect well over our goal of 300 food items 

for the Hanover food shelf, the kids loved being able to pie Pastor Jacqui, Kristin and Jen for exceeding 

their goal. Thank you to all that donated! 

 

 
 UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 24th-29th  Camp Wapo Youth Camp 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
September 18th  First day of Sunday School 
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Questions, concerns or to volunteer with any of our children, 

youth or family ministries, please contact Jen Teachout at 

cyf@alleluialutheranchurch.org. 

! 

ST. PAUL MISSION TRIP 

Eight of our high school and middle school youth attended a week long local mission trip through Youth 

Works with Jen and Pastor Jacqui. Youth Works offers several different mission trips each year and we 

chose to serve in our own back yard by serving in St. Paul, MN at organizations we are all familiar with:  

The Dorothy Day Center, Boys and Girls Club, Salvation Army, Open Hands, and a local kids club. What an 

incredible opportunity and blessing the week was! Thank you to all that supported our trip through donations 

and prayers. 

 

CONFIRMATION 2016 

We are in the process of working on Confirmation for the fall. Confirmation is for all 5th-8th graders. 

Registrations are available on the welcome table and Alleluia’s website. Volunteers are needed, if you are 

interested in working with Alleluia’s awesome middle school students, please contact Jen for more 

information. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
July 17th-22nd  High School Boundary Waters trip 
July 22nd-24th  Camp Wapo-SEEDS camp 
July 31st-Aug 5th 8th grade Boundary Waters trip 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
September 14th  Parent Confirmation meeting/teacher training 
September 17th-18th 5th grade retreat 
September 21st First day of Confirmation 
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SMALL GROUPS  

THEOLOGY ON TAP 

Theology on Tap with Pastor Jacqui meets 

monthly on the third Tuesday of the night at 

7:00 pm.  Each session will include a 

unique topic – so you can stop by when 

you can. Join this informal conversation on 

topics of faith and daily life. To get on the e-

mail list for the weekly topic, send an e-mail 

to Pastor Jacqui or contact Kelly at the church office. 

You’ll receive an e-mail with the week’s topic. Due to 

Pastor Jacqui’s BWCA trip, we’ll meet on the 4th Tuesday 

of July upstairs at the St. Michael Theater on Tuesday, 

July 26.    

 

 

WEDNESDAY WANDERINGS BIBLE STUDY 

WILL START UP AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER!  

 

Join us in September at 10:00 a.m. at 

the church office as we “Wander 

through the Bible” on Wednesday 

mornings with Pastor Jacqui and 

Pastoral Intern Kristin Skare. We’ll 

explore the upcoming Sunday’s Scripture reading. This is 

a great way to get a “preview” of the worship text, and 

gain a deeper understanding of the Scripture reading. No 

previous experience with Bible study required. Everyone 

is welcome!   

MORNING PRAYER 
Morning prayer is the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 
the month at 9:30 am.  July Prayer meetings 
will be on July 14 and July 28 at 9:30 am at 
Trinity Chapel (weather permitting). Feel free 
to join us – or send a prayer request to her e-
mail.  

The Men’s Fellowship Group is a great way to get 

to know the other men at Alleluia!  To RSVP or to 

be added to the e-mail distribution list please e-

mail Justin Langager at 

JLangager@okabena.com.   

 

Looking for some time to hang out 

with your church friends outside of 

church or to meet new 

women?  Any women interested 

in being on an email distribution list to get updates 

on upcoming ladies fellowship events should 

contact Carol at  carolb_l@yahoo.com.   

 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Alleluia continues to rely on many people each 

week to help with a variety of ministry tasks that 

support our worship services. Many thanks to Curt 

Jenson for his work in coordinating volunteers. As 

he plans for the summer, he is specifically looking 

for new people to be involved in the following 

areas – training will be provided: 

 Adults to run the soundboard 

 Youth and Adults to run the slides 

 Adults to count offering 

 A permanent drummer to play with the 

worship team  

Please contact Curt Jenson at 

cjenson@panogold.com; or If you’re interested in 

drumming, please contact Mike Thorseth at 

music@alleluialutheranchurch.org. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
GOLF OUTINGS 

 

The Men’s Fellowship group is 
getting together for golf outings 
on July 6 and July 20.  We'll 
make tee times starting at 
about 6:15 on those nights at 
Riverwood National Golf 

Course in Otsego.  If you can make it either (or 
both) of those nights let Jeff Thone know 
(jeffthone@hotmail.com). 

mailto:jeffthone@hotmail.com
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ALLELUIA 15-YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - OCTOBER 28-30 
 

 
 

We’ve now got a schedule of events for Alleluia’s 15-year Anniversary celebration, which will be the last weekend 

in October. So, here is the schedule: 
 

 Friday, Oct. 28th:         Catered Celebration Dinner at City Hall Chamber Room (mark your calendars!) 

 Saturday, Oct. 29th:    Reformation Run 5K (begins and ends at City Hall) 

 Sunday, Oct. 30th:       Affirmation of Baptism for 9th-graders 
 

We are still in the planning stages, but look for more information on purchasing Alleluia t-

shirts and sweatshirts, buying tickets for the dinner, and registering for the 5K run.  For now, 

however, you can participate in two ways: 
 

Alleluia Photos: We’re looking for photos from throughout Alleluia’s history. So, if you’ve got 

a great photo or two that you’d like to share, scan them and e-mail them to Kelly in the office. (Please edit and 

send only your best photos!) If you don’t have a way to scan them, bring in hard copies and we’ll return them to 

you. 
 

Favorite Recipes: We’re putting together an Alleluia cookbook. This will be a great way 

to share your soup supper, potluck, and favorite family recipes with others!  To enter 

your recipes: 

1. Go to www.typensave.com; Click on “Login” 

2. Username:  jello 

3. Password:  Alleluia  

4. Add your favorite recipes!   

 

PS:  For those with non-computer skills — FEAR NOT!   

We will have forms for you to submit and we will enter the information for you.   

BWCA BLESSINGS 
 

We have two groups of youth heading to the Boundary 

Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) in July. On July 17th, Pastor 

Jacqui and Jerry Larson will be leading a group of seven 

high school youth. Then on July 31st, Pastor Jacqui and 

Greg Ohlander will be leading a group of 8th graders. 

Both groups will be sent off with a blessing on the day 

that they leave. The groups will then be leaving right after 

worship to spend five days in the BWCA. Please join us 

for worship at 10:00 am on July 17th and July 31st and 

keep these young people in your prayers. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIVING! 
So, what did your offering of time, talents and treasure support make possible in the month of June? Take a look!: 

 

 36 children attended Vacation Bible School – including six children from Family Promise, an Elk River 

homeless shelter, who attended free. These children also provided 402 food items to the Hanover Food 

Shelf. 

 Supported 8 youth on the St. Paul mission trip by covering the cost of three adults to help lead the trip. 

 Provided baptismal blankets and “Growing in Christ” resources to two families. 
 

Your giving of both your time and your financial resources is what makes our ministry possible. So, thank you for 

your continued support of Alleluia’s ministry. 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ALLELUIA THIS SUMMER!  
Heading into the summer, Alleluia finds itself in a much stronger financial situation than one year ago. 

Thank you for faithfully supporting our ministry – which continues throughout the summer. Thanks to the 

successful “Simply Growing” campaign in April we are close to being on track for our offering this year: 

 

 

 

These numbers do not include the $5,000 in matching gifts that were given to us by Lord of Life, 

which will be used for outreach activities.  
 

Let’s keep our finances strong throughout the summer! We know that many of you take off for the cabin 

on summer weekends to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation and time to relax in the midst of busy lives. 

God wants you to have that Sabbath time as a way to rejuvenate and to connect with both God and family 

– and so does the church (although we do miss you when you’re gone!)  
 

But ministry does not stop in the summer. In fact, Alleluia has quite a bit going on this summer in addition 

to regular worship.  We just completed a successful week of VBS and youth mission trip. Coming up in 

July is a week at Camp Wapo, BWCA trips, and Campfire Worship. So, Alleluia relies on you to continue 

to give and meet your pledges during the summer months. There are several easy ways to do this:  
 

 Mail: Of course, you can always rely on the old-school method of simply mailing in a check.  
 

 Simply Giving: You can set this up through Kelly in the church office to have your offering taken out 

automatically from your bank account for the amount and on the schedule of your choosing.  
 

 On-line Giving: This is new to Alleluia and you can log in through our website to set up regular or one

-time gifts. You can also use the website to pay registration fees for things like VBS and camp, by 

selecting “designated fund” as your option.  
 

However you choose to give – give joyfully and in response to God’s blessing. We are thankful for all the ways that 

you support the ministry of Alleluia and the church throughout the world through the ministries of the ELCA. 

Together, we can make a difference in our community and the world. 

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR SPONSORS 
Do you own your own business? Or work for a company that would like advertise 

locally?   

We are currently looking for sponsors who want to advertise on the 5K run t-shirts 

and the program for Friday’s dinner. Contact the church office for more information. 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

Budget Actual Through May  Under Budget  % of Budget 
$107,976 $107,285   $691   99% 
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LOCATION KEY:   TC—Trinity Chapel;  HC—Historic  Church;  CO—Church Office 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

2 
 

3   Food Shelf Sunday 
 
10:00 am Worship   
 
 

4 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 
6:15 Men’s Fellowship 
Golfing @ Riverwood  

7 
 

8 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

9 
 

10 
 
10:00 am Worship 
 

11 
 
 
7 pm Council 
Meeting 
 
 

12 
 
7 pm Neighborhood 
Connections  

13 
 
7 pm Campfire 
Worship @ Trinity 
Chapel 
 

14 
 
9:30 am Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 

15 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
 

 
 
 
 

16 

17    
 
10:00 am Worship 
(Flaten Baptism) 
 
12-3 pm DQ Fundraiser 
for Haiti 
 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
6:15 Men’s Fellowship 
Golfing @ Riverwood  

21 
 
 

22 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

 
10:00 am Worship 
 
——————————- 
31 

 
10:00 am Worship 
(Nagel Baptism) 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
 
7 pm Theology on Tap 

27 
 
 
5-6 pm Grace Place 
Community Meal 
 
7:30 pm Stewardship 
Mtg. 

28 
 
 
9:30 am Prayer 
Group 

29 30 

 

PLEASE NOTE!  All activities are listed on the calendar on our website as well! 

 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org  

BWCA High School Trip 

Camp Wapo 

 



P.O. Box 57 

St. Michael, MN  55376 

Phone: 763-497-5816 

office@alleluiallutheranchurch.org 

www.alleluialutheranchurch.org 

ALLELUIA! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OUR MISSION: 

To actively invite people into 

God’s family, to nurture them 

with Christ’s love, and to send 

them out to serve others. 

 

OUR VISION:   

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME  

Super Heroes of the Bible Summer Worship Series 

Sunday at 10 am 

July 3  Joshua: Independence Day 

July 10 Rahab: Pretty Woman 

July 17 Deborah: The Judge 

July 24 Samson: Samson and Delilah 

July 31 Johnathon: Stand by Me 


